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Grace, mercy, and peace to you, from our Lord and Savior,Jesus the Christ.  Amen 
 

In our polarized world, it can be easy to pass negative judgments on people we have never met.  

Romeo and Juliet.  Palestinians or Israelis.  There would be no fiction, no drama, no Game of 

Thrones, if people were always right about their initial judgments of other people.  We have real 

life, too.  Lawyers for an organization called The Innocence Project do research on people who 

claim they have been wrongly convicted.  If the Innocence Project lawyers are convinced by the 

evidence they find that the person did not commit the crime, they seek to have the person freed – 

or, at least, retried.  On May 23 this year, Shaurn Thomas of Philadelphia was released from 

prison after serving over 20 years for a murder someone else did.  All because of 36 pages of 

witness testimony that his defense attorney had never received.  And which threw a lot of doubt 

on the main witness’s testimony.  Of course, we have our own lives where we have been wrong 

about people.  Or wrong about a situation.   

 

We may be pretty good judges for everyday things:  is this tomato ripe?  Can I get away with 

wearing this one more time before washing it?  But we are not always such good judges – at least 

we are not when it comes to ultimate matters.  Whether someone else’s sins should result in 

death or mercy.  The wheat and the weed do look very much alike.  And, as Luther pointed out, 

every one of us sins.  No matter how many good works we do, we still sin. 

 

In today’s gospel Jesus speaks again of seeds.  Good seeds that the farmer, the one who 

represents the kingdom of heaven, has planted; only the farmer’s workers have discovered that 

there are weeds sprouting among the wheat sprouts.  They are eager to pull the weeds.  But the 

kingdom-farmer will not allow the workers to pull the weeds.  The kingdom-farmer is patient, 

allowing all the plants to grow, to come to their end, whatever that end may be:  grain, to be 

transformed into bread, or weeds, to be dried and used for kindling, to cook the bread.  Either 

way, the kingdom-farmer will make use of both wheat and weeds. 

 

I thank God for God’s patience.  I thank God for God’s wisdom to tell the difference between 

wheat and weeds.  I thank God for God’s willingness to use every bit of both wheat and weeds.  

We are quick to label each other as sinners, as weeds, outside of the possibility of mercy.  “Lock 

them up and throw away the key.”  But God grants the benefit of the doubt to all.  The opportunity 

to grow and change, to bear fruit, however unlikely it may seem to us. 

 

Paul, in this excerpt from his letter to the Romans, comments on the difference between living in 

the flesh (weeds, I suppose) and living by the Spirit (being wheat, about to bear fruit).  He 

minimizes the effect of the flesh on us who are led by the Spirit of God; he declares that we are 

“children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received a spirit of adoption.”  This happens, Paul says, “when we cry ‘Abba, Father’” – 

remember, the first words of the Lord’s Prayer – also one of the last words of Jesus on the cross 

– when we cry out a heartfelt cry to God as our Abba, our Daddy, then “that very Spirit bear[s] 



witness … that we are children of God.”  When we trust in God completely, then we are truly 

God’s children.  This goes back to the 1
st
 Commandment:  “You shall have no other gods.”  

Luther’s explanation, from the Small Catechism is “This means that you are to fear, love and trust 

God, and only God.”  In Isaiah, the Lord spoke: “I am the first and the last; beside me there is no 

god.”  When we fully trust God, and God alone, then we are truly God’s children.  And any prayer 

that rises out of us will show that we are God’s children.  No matter that we have sinned.  For we 

all sin.  And we will sin again.  Even so, knowing our sin and our sinfulness, God adopted us.  

And God is not hasty in judging us unworthy to grow.  For loves us precious children, God’s own 

beloved children.   

 

Then we hear from Paul the marvelous words about creation waiting with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God.  Creation cranes its neck to see:  who among God’s children will 

grow like wheat?  Who will start out unlikely to do much for God or for the world ~ rather weedy ~ 

and wind up giving so much back, fooling all but God, who has shown so much patience with all 

along.  Yes, even creation wants to see what blessings will come from those who trust in the Lord 

who adopted them. 

 

It is hard to trust.  It is hard to wait.  We want answers now, God.  We have a lot of decisions to 

make.  When we judge, what criteria shall we use?  Well, Luther offers plenty of advice, in the 

Small and Large Catechisms:  one biggie is for us to interpret everything our neighbor does in the 

best possible light.  It is clear that judging someone else’s salvation is none of our business.  But, 

for judging matters other than that, we can look to the early church, as they made decisions.  

Hear Acts 15:28:  “It seems good to the Holy Spirit and to us.”  This basis for judgment is a 

combination of human reasoning and paying attention to the movement of God’s Spirit.  In our 

nation, it has seemed good to us to provide for due process of law, so that a citizen who has been 

wrongly imprisoned can be freed.  That is our national logic, our reasoning.  For that reason, the 

fake testimony that put 46 year old Shaurn Thomas in prison for over 20 years has been 

discovered, and he is free.  In the church we add a different layer to our deliberations, with 

reliance not only on our group reasoning, but the power of the Holy Spirit.  To change minds.  To 

encourage patience.  And mercy.  To pay attention to all the ways God moves us to our ultimate 

hope: in God’s grace and love.  Amen 


