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Read Mark 10:17-35 
 

What Would You Do with a Million Dollars? 
 

Theme: Giving God first place in your life. Proper 23 (28) Yr. B 

Object: A TV Guide or similar magazine. 

Scripture: The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard 

it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Mark 10:24-25 (NIV) 

 

There are so many different types of shows on television. There are comedies, police shows, 

soap operas, talk shows, reality shows, quiz shows, and many more. What kind of shows do 

you like to watch? What is your favorite TV show? Have you ever heard of "Who Wants to Be 

a Millionaire?" I’m not even sure it’s still on. 

Who wants to be millionaire? Probably most of us would answer yes to that question. What 

would you do with a million dollars?  Would you give any of it away? 

It isn’t a natural thing for us to give away our possessions.  But it becomes natural when we 

have a God who gives us everything.  If someone is so good to us as to give us everything we 

need, won’t we want to be good back to them?  What Jesus wants, if we want to follow him, is 

for us to put “stuff” in the background of our lives and live to help others. 

One day, as Jesus was walking along the road, a rich young man came running up to him. 

"Good teacher," the man said, "what must I do to have eternal life?" 

"You know the commandments," Jesus answered. "'Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. 

Do not steal. Do not testify falsely. Do not cheat. Honor your father and mother.'" 

"I have obeyed those commandments since I was a child" the rich young man replied. 

The Bible says that Jesus looked and the young man and loved him. Then he said to him, "You 

lack only one thing. Sell all you have and give the money to the poor so that you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When the young man heard those words, he sadly 

turned and walked away because he had many possessions. 

Jesus looked at his disciples and said, "How hard it is for rich people to get into the Kingdom 

of God!" The disciples were shocked. Jesus continued, "It is very hard to get into the Kingdom 

of God. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter 

the Kingdom of God!" 

"Then who in the world can be saved?" the disciples asked. 

"With man it is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God" Jesus 

answered. 

It was not because he was rich that the young man could not enter the Kingdom. It was 

because his love for money was greater than his love for God. If anyone wants to enter 

the Kingdom of God, he must give God first place in our life. 

Who wants to be a millionaire? Maybe that isn't so important after all.  It’s more important to 

share what we have with others in need.  That’s what it means to put God first in our lives. 

Dear Father, help us to give you first place in our life. Amen. 
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We said it all in the opening hymn:  “Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!”  Why?  Because God 

blesses us.  God gives to us.  God loves us.  Rick Warren says, “God is a giver.  He is the most 

generous giver in the universe, and God wants you to learn to be like Him.”  (May 21, 2014)   

It’s true, isn’t it?  God “wants us to be like Him.”  But there is a reason that we might even 

consider being a generous giver like God:  it grows our relationship with God.  If we trust God for all 
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things, then we follow God in all things.  If we are looking to discover a relationship with God, a good 

way to do that is to trust God for everything and not give so much weight to the things that most of us 

live for.  What things?  Do we trust God as much as our cable bill, and if we do, why isn’t our giving at 

least equivalent to or more than what we give to the cable company each month?  Do we trust God 

as much as a new vehicle, a boat, a house, season tickets – you know what I mean.  Do we trust God 

to provide, especially when we are following his way of sharing?  

Let’s be clear:  a congregation of 1000 baptized members never has a money problem; it may, 

however, have a giving problem.  It may have a trust problem.  It may have a faith problem.  When 

Jesus talks about the rich, I think he is talking about me, and I think he is saying to me, “Son, I don’t 

chastise you for having means; I’m concerned about how you are using those means.  I’m concerned 

about your sharing with others.  I’m concerned that your relationship with me is your top priority, and 

I’m willing to help you with that if you trust me enough to give as I have blest you.  You know what 

that means.” 

Our faith definitely impacts our giving, but vice versa seems more important:  our faith can be 

strengthened by our giving.  If we trust God to provide, and be as generous as God expects, Jesus 

says, "Give and it will be given unto you.  And the measure you use to give out will be the measure 

which God uses to give back to you." (Luke 6:38)  And St. Paul reminds us also, “Whoever sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly.  And whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each 

one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)  

James McCord once told the story of a man who commented that he was never coming back 

to a particular church because all they ever talked about in that church was give, give, give. Dr. 

McCord concluded: “I cannot think of a better definition of Christianity than that: give, give, give.” 

“I am convinced,” he continued, “that unless you learn to give you can never learn to be fully 

human. If there was a dog walking down the street, healthy coat, obviously in good shape, and he 

had a bone in his mouth, and that dog passed a flee bitten mutt that was near starvation, do you think 

that the healthy dog would stop and drop his bone in front of the sick dog? Oh, no. He would clinch 

his bone that much tighter in his teeth as he passed by. That is the nature of animals. Only humans 

know how to be givers.” 

“God is a giver. He gave us life itself. And his ultimate gift was that of his son. What more 

cherished, more precious, more intimate gift could one give than that of his only child? If we want to 

achieve God-likeness, we must be givers too. God does not ask us to renounce our possessions. He 

does ask us to renounce our spirit of possessiveness. He does not ask us to give up necessities, but 

he does ask us to share out of our abundance. The deepest joy in life is not by taking all that we can 

get, but by sharing all that we have got.”  (McCord, quoted in www.sermons.com) 

“What must I do to receive eternal life?” a man asked Jesus.  Jesus replied, “Obey the 

Commandments.”  “I do,” said the man.  With compassion in his face, Jesus said to the man, “Then 

only one thing remains – put your trust in God and not in things.  Give your things away and then 

follow me.”  That was too much for the man, and he walked away from Jesus. 

This is the reason people avoid stewardship Sunday worship – the challenge is too much to 

look in the mirror and see how well they are trusting God instead of things.  You can’t pull things with 

you through the needle’s eye to enter God’s kingdom.  It has to just be you, with things shared with 

others in need.  If we don’t hold onto things, and by the love of Christ, we are “thinned” enough to fit 

through that needle’s eye, into the Kingdom. 
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There are some who complain whenever they hear a sermon about things – “talking about 

money again.”  No, talking about faith.  Talking about lively relationship with God.  Talking about 

trusting God in real time to provide for our needs as we are faithful to his calling to give responsibly.   

Jesus has turned common thinking upside down (“many who are now first will be last, and 

many who are now last will be first”); that’s why he is not a popular cultural figure when you get right 

down to it.  Our consumer, what-can-I-get-from-this, society, is not in tune with a give-it-away, 

compassionate lover of people.  Jesus is counter-cultural, his message of love for the neighbor flies in 

the face of our competitive, me-first world.  His message is different, and it works.  It is the truth that 

frees. 

A man had a heart attack and was rushed to the hospital. He could receive little company and 

was not to be excited. While in the hospital a rich uncle died and left him a million dollars. His family 

wondered how to break the news to him with the least amount of excitement. It was decided to ask 

the preacher if he would go and break the news quietly to the man. The preacher went, and gradually 

led up to the question. The preacher asked the patient what he would do if he inherited a million 

dollars. He said, "I think I would give half of it to the church." The preacher dropped dead.  

(www.sermons.com)   

The question of what we would do with $10 is the same as what would we do with a million – 

at least a tenth doesn’t belong to me if I believe in God and God’s ways.  Share as if your eternity 

depended on it. 

The Rev. Robert E. Mitman 
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