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Read Mark 3:20-35 
 

Labeling & Reluctance 
 

Little Bible Study 
 
J needs rest; tries to get it at home.  “They” (the crowds) follow him. 
 
Family thinks J has “gone mad” – scribes say he is filled with the devil.  J shows how absurb this is:  if he is 
satan or filled with a demon, how could he cast himself out (which he has been doing)? 
 
Anyone who has believed the gospel and then goes against it is sinning against the Holy Spirit.  But is 
there really an unforgiveable sin?  What does our society dub an “unforgiveable sin?”  And evaluate the 
entertainment value of public confession and redemption!  Good fodder for conversation! 
 
J’s family:  mother & brothers are mentioned – causes difficulty for those who believe in complete virginity 
of Mary, her immaculate nature. 
 
“Who are my mother and brothers and sisters?  YOU are, those who do what God wants you to!” 
 
Eugene Peterson has an interesting take on who it is who thinks J is crazy: 

20-21 
Jesus came home and, as usual, a crowd gathered—so many making demands on him that there wasn’t even time 

to eat. His friends heard what was going on and went to rescue him, by force if necessary. They suspected he was 

getting carried away with himself. 

22-27 
The religion scholars from Jerusalem came down spreading rumors that he was working black magic, using devil 

tricks to impress them with spiritual power. Jesus confronted their slander with a story: “Does it make sense to send a 

devil to catch a devil, to use Satan to get rid of Satan? A constantly squabbling family disintegrates. If Satan were 

fighting Satan, there soon wouldn’t be any Satan left. Do you think it’s possible in broad daylight to enter the house 

of an awake, able-bodied man, and walk off with his possessions unless you tie him up first? Tie him up, though, and 

you can clean him out. 

28-30 
“Listen to this carefully. I’m warning you. There’s nothing done or said that can’t be forgiven. But if you persist 

in your slanders against God’s Holy Spirit, you are repudiating the very One who forgives, sawing off the branch on 

which you’re sitting, severing by your own perversity all connection with the One who forgives.” He gave this 

warning because they were accusing him of being in league with Evil. 

31-32 
Just then his mother and brothers showed up. Standing outside, they relayed a message that they wanted a word 

with him. He was surrounded by the crowd when he was given the message, “Your mother and brothers and sisters 

are outside looking for you.” 

33-35 
Jesus responded, “Who do you think are my mother and brothers?” Looking around, taking in everyone seated 

around him, he said, “Right here, right in front of you—my mother and my brothers. Obedience is thicker than blood. 

The person who obeys God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 

The Message (MSG)  

Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 

 
 You could see it in his eyes – mischief!  Devilish!  The half smile/smirk gave him away – he was one 

of the “bad boys” from the family that always seemed to get into trouble.  They were “bad boys” alright, 

everyone knew it, and the police knew it too.  They were always pushing the limits and getting caught for 

little things that seemed to be growing toward bigger things. 

Nobody much liked the boys, and the boys didn’t much like anyone else, including the police.  The 

boys called them names like “pigs” and wouldn’t cooperate under any circumstances.  Labels had been 

applied:  “bad boys” and “pigs.”  Neither was human any more, but had become “things” worthy of fighting.  

N.T. Wright says, “Stick a label on people, and then it doesn’t matter what you do or who you hurt.”  (N.T. 

Wright, Mark for Everyone, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, 2004, p. 36) 

This “labeling” seems to be happening with Jesus in today’s story.  Even his family doesn’t 

understand him; he is labeled “out of his mind” or, literally, “overly excited.”  Labeling isn’t helpful but 
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judgmental; it pigeonholes someone into a box from which it is difficult to escape.  And, depending on how 

well you know someone, it may not even be true to that person’s character.  “My teacher is mean,” “That 

child is impossible,” “She ignores everyone,” or “He is a scrooge” are kinds of labeling that don’t aid 

relationship-building.  Most would advise skipping the labels and getting to know a person, good parts as 

well as not-so-good parts. 

Jesus is misunderstood his entire ministry, maybe even his entire life, though we don’t know enough 

about his growing up to be sure.  Since no one has ever had experience with a healer, a miracle worker, a 

teacher of this caliber, they don’t know how to take him.  If he seems to threaten the old ways and means, 

then he is a “rabble rouser” or an “insurrectionist.”  If he challenges people to deeper trust, belief, faith, 

then he is a “false prophet.”  Through his ministry, Jesus is declaring that God’s kingdom is arriving, so get 

on board!  Many are reluctant. 

Sound anything like today?  Is anyone reluctant to have faith in God?  There is nothing new under 

the sun!  Those in the U.S. who classify themselves as having no faith or are unaffiliated are now up to 

nearly 23% - more numerous than either Catholics or mainline Protestants, according to a 2014 Pew 

Research Center Poll. These are atheists or agnostics or “nothing in particular”  

(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/12/pew-religious-landscape-survey-2014_n_7259770.html)   and are labeled “nones!”  Is it fair to label 

them?  Maybe only God knows what their relationship is with him. 

And yet many are indeed reluctant to put trust in God, to act in trust with God and with others.  I 

won’t ask for a show of hands – have you asked anyone this week to come to worship with you?  Friends, 

it’s the only way that any church grows any more, by personal invitation.  Be on the lookout for 

opportunities to offer to meet someone at church and then go out to brunch with them afterwards. 

Have you been sharing as you have been blest?  Are you reluctant to give away too much?  How 

much is too much for you?  Can you ask God?  Be on the lookout to encourage yourself to share 

responsibly in all areas of your life.  This will be a sign of God’s kingdom in your life, a sign that others will 

see and by which they may be encouraged to do it themselves. 

Have you labeled something or someone as “bad” or some other negative term or feeling without 

really knowing the facts?  Have you listened more than judged, worked to get to know rather than written 

off?  Jesus took the brunt of those who labeled him negatively – and yet he offered to have them be his 

very own family, his brothers and sisters and mother! 

Brow-beating doesn’t really change people – but seeking the Holy Spirit’s influence can.  Just don’t 

label the Holy Spirit’s work the devil’s work – God doesn’t take kindly to that!  Don’t deliberately twist the 

truth to defame the goodness of the Holy Spirit – God won’t be happy!  It would be like telling others that 

the doctor who is offering to perform life-saving surgery on you is a sadistic murderer (Wright, p. 38).  God 

wouldn’t like that.  Stay in the light and the truth. 

N.T. Wright summarizes, “Jesus isn’t just a ‘mildly interesting historical figure,’ as some in today’s 

world would like him to be (another label, designed to neutralize Jesus and keep him out of harm’s way). 

[Jesus] is either the one who brought God’s kingdom, or a dangerous madman.”  (Wright, p. 38) 

 

Here are some signs of God’s kingdom, which the world may see as crazy: 

- The world idolizes logic and reason, yet [in God’s kingdom] God's people live by faith, and 

they love mystery.  

- The world abuses the weak and attempts to fix the poor. [In the kingdom] God's people 

embrace the lowly as the greatest among us. The world rewards the strongest and the most 

capable. We openly confess our struggles and repent of our sins.  
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- The world says, "You are entitled to hate those that hurt you." Yet, we love our enemies, 

and pray for our persecutors.  

- The world is full of people scrambling to stock up as much earthly treasure as they can 

before they die. We seek to give it away in favor of treasure in heaven.  

- The world's motto is "Love yourself and try not to hurt your neighbor." Our motto is, "Love 

your neighbor, and, in doing so, be willing to sacrifice yourself."  

- The world sleeps in on Sundays and brunches before noon. We drag ourselves out of bed . 

. . to sing praise to the Lord whom we can't see, but whom we believe is coming back. 

So, if Christians are called crazy from time to time, well, as Jesus might have put it, "Welcome to my 

world!”  (www.homileticsonline.com, p. 48) 

Someone has said, “If the God we worship is not deeply disrupting and uncomfortably confronting . . 

. then the God we worship is likely one of our own creation, not the Creator of the universe.”  

(www.homileticsonline.com, p. 48) 

We are called to be GOD’S people, not reflections of what the world considers great or cool or 

valuable.  We are called to be God’s FAMILY, his very mother, sisters, and brothers, not critics of God’s 

ways as out of touch with the world.  We are called to be God’s PROPHETS, “speaking for the truth and 

right,” not twisting and spinning it for popularity.  “Let us seek the courage needed” to follow, that we may 

be a blessing to the world in doing God’s will.  (Thomas A. Jackson, Worship and Rejoice hymnal) 

The Rev. Robert E. Mitman 
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